INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS

Submission of manuscripts
Regular contributions Manuscripts should be submitted in triplicate to the Editor-in-Chief or to the member
of the editorial board most familiar with the topic of
the paper. A list of the members of the board of editors together with their special fields can be found on
page 3 of the journal. Each manuscript should be prepared according to the instructions given below and
must be accompanied by a completed and signed copyright transfer statement (springerlink.com).
Rapid communications Important new results may
be considered as a rapid communication. The length
of those papers is restricted to 4 printed pages.
Manuscripts should be sent in triplicate directly to the
Editor-in-Chief and are handled by the editorial office
in a special procedure that ensures rapid reviewing.
Rapid communications appear in print within 2 months
after acceptance.
In order to speed up publication, authors are urged
to submit the final version of all papers not only as
hard copies in triplicate but also in electronic form,
preferably in LATEX. For details please refer to the following section.
Once a manuscript is accepted, it will be published
quickly and free of page charges up to a prescribed
maximum length: 4 printed pages for rapid communications, 8 printed pages for contributed papers. A
standard page contains approx. 4000 characters.
LATEX manuscripts
Authors who submit their manuscript in LATEX are encouraged to make use of the SVJour document class
that has been developed for the LATEX 2ε standard.
Manuscripts coded in pure LATEX are also welcome.
The macro package is directly available from the
Applied Physics A web page on springerlink.com
or via anonymous ftp from the server ftp.springer.de
(IP number: 192.129.24.142) in the directory /pub/tex/
latex/svjour/global. Please adhere to the definitions in
the macro packages and do not alter any of the definitions in them.
Arrangement of the manuscripts
Manuscript contents Manuscripts should in general
contain in the following order:
Title, author’s name, address of author’s institution,
fax number and e-mail address, abstract, 1--3 PACS
numbers, main text, acknowledgements, list of references, list of figure and table captions, tables and figures.
Title The title of the paper should be concise but informative. A shortened version of the title consisting of
maximum of 120 characters (incl. spaces) for running
headers should also be provided.
Authors and addresses The names and addresses of all
authors should appear on the manuscript. There should
be a number for each address and the author names
should be marked with the appropriate numerical superscript(s). Footnotes relating to the authors should
employ lower-case letters.
To speed up communication between authors, readers, and publisher, authors are requested to provide fax
number, e-mail address, and telephone number. Unless the authors request otherwise the fax number and
e-mail address will be published along with the affiliation to facilitate efficient information exchange between
readers and authors.
Abstract The abstract should be informative, indicate
the general scope of the paper, and contain the main
results obtained and conclusions drawn. It should be
complete in itself; mathematical expressions should not
be included. The abstract must not exceed 200 words
and should be suitable for publication without change
in abstracting journals.
PACS numbers The American Institute of Physics
(AIP) announces the availability of the latest edition
of the Physics and Astronomy Classification Scheme
(PACS) at: http://www.aip.org/pacs/
PACS is prepared and published by the American Institute of Physics. Complimentary paper copies of PACS
can be obtained by contacting the Scientific Classifica-

tion Section, American Institute of Physics, 2 Huntington Quadrangle, Melville, NY 11747, USA.
Main text Manuscripts should be divided into numbered sections and subsections, starting with an numbered introductary text. Subsections should be numbered 2.1, 2.2, 3.1 etc.; appendices with A, B etc. All
sections must have a short descriptive title.
Figures illustrate and enrich the text and should conform to the following quality criteria: Line illustrations
(only black and white elements) should have a resolution of 800 dpi; for greyscale figures 300 dpi is sufficient (with reference to final size). Please include all
fonts used when saving the figures to ensure exact reproduction of special characters. The preferred figure
format is .eps. Other formats such as .tif, .jpg or .doc
are also acceptable. Figures should be consecutively
numbered and have a brief descriptive caption. Each
figure must be cited in the text.
Captions should be included in the text and not in the
figure file, and figure parts (e.g., Fig. 1a,b) should have
the part designation included at an appropriate place in
the figure.
Color illustrations will be published free of charge in
the printed issue if the use of color is scientifically required and approved by the Editor-in-Chief. Otherwise
color will be shown in the online version only, while
b/w or gray scale will be used in the printed edition.
Footnotes in the main text should be avoided if
possible. Where absolutely necessary, they should be
marked with an asterisk or numerical superscript and
placed at the foot of the relevant page (not at the end
of the article, and not in the form of references).
References should be cited by numbers in square
brackets, for example, [5], [5, 7, 10], [5--8]. They
should be numbered and listed in the order in which
they are cited. Please do not group two or more publications under one number. Each item in the reference
list must have a separate number to enable electronic
reference linking. In preparing the reference list please
adhere to the following format:
for journal articles:
1. S. Preuss, A. Demchuk, M. Stuke, Appl. Phys. A 61,
33 (1995)
for books:
2. H. Ibach, H. Lüth, Solid-State Physics (SpringerVerlag Berlin Heidelberg 1996)
A paper published online but not (yet) in print can
be cited using the Digital Object Identifier (DOI).
The DOI should be added at the end of the reference
in question. Example:
J. Ward, P. Robinson, Eur. Radiol., DOI: 10.1007/
s00330-004-1450-y (2004)
Authors may also be cited by name in the text, but
without initials; here, “et al.” should be used whenever
there are more than two authors, e.g., Preuss et al. [1].
In the reference list itself the names of all authors must
be given.
The list of references should only include works
that are cited in the text and that have been published
or accepted for publication. Personal communications
should only be mentioned in the text.
Units and abbreviations Please adhere to internationally agreed standards such as those adopted by
the commission of the International Union of Pure
and Applied Physics (IUPAP) or defined by the
International Organization of Standardization (ISO).
The journal will in general comply with the notation
and abbreviations set out in the Style Manual of the
American Institute of Physics. Metric SI units should
be used throughout except where non-SI units are more
common [e.g. () litre for volume].
Equations, fonts, and special symbols Equations
should be typewritten sequentially numbered. The
number should appear in parentheses at the right-hand
side of the page and this form, e.g. (7), is sufficient to
refer to the equation in the text. Special care should be
taken to distinguish subscripts, superscripts and certain
symbols. Symbols and letters representing physical
and mathematical variables should be in italic. Units,

abbreviations and special functions (Å, rf, dc, exp, tan,
etc.) should be upright. Please add a note to explain
any other special symbols.
Electronic supplementary material (optional)
Electronic supplementary material (ESM) for an article in the journal will be published in SpringerLink
provided the material is:
-- submitted to the Editor(s) in electronic form together
with the paper and is subject to peer review
-- accepted by the journals Editor(s)
ESM may consist of
-- information that cannot be printed: animations,
video clips, sound recordings
-- information that is more convenient in electronic
form: sequences, spectral data, etc.
-- large original data that relate to the paper, e.g. additional tables, illustrations (color and black & white),
etc.
After acceptance by the journal’s Editor(s) ESM
will be published as received from the author in the
online version only. Reference will be given in the
printed version.
Copyright
The copyright to the article is transferred to SpringerVerlag (for U.S. government employees: to the extent
transferable) effective if and when the article is accepted for publication. The copyright transfer covers
the exclusive right to reproduce and distribute the
article, including reprints, translations, photographic
reproductions, microform, electronic form (offline, online) or any other reproductions of similar nature.
Authors are kindly asked to fill out and attach the
Copyright Transfer Statement to the final manuscript.
This form can be obtained from springerlink.com.
Page proofs
For all papers page proofs will be sent to the authors.
Please note that corrections should be restricted to
typographical errors; costs for extensive additional
changes will be charged to the author. Where absolutely essential the addition of a “Note added in proof”
will be considered.
Offprints
Fifty offprints of each contribution are supplied free of
charge. If you wish to order additional offprints you
must return the order form with the corrected proofs.
Please note that manuscripts not complying
with these Instructions may be returned to the
author(s) for completion.

Final check
Ë
Names and full addresses of all authors (including Fax, e-mail) given on title page?
Ë
PACS numbers provided?
Ë
All characters in formulae unambiguous?
Ë
All figures enclosed?
Ë
References complete and cross-checked?
Ë
Copyright Transfer Statement
Open Choice publication
In addition to the normal publication process (whereby
an article is submitted to the journal and access to
that article is granted to customers who have purchased
a subscription), Springer now provides an alternative
publishing option: Springer Open Choice. A Springer
Open Choice article receives all the benefits of a regular ‘subscription-based’ article, but in addition is made
available publicly through Springer’s online platform
SpringerLink. To publish via Springer Open Choice,
upon acceptance please visit www.springer.com/ openchoice to complete the relevant order form and provide
the required payment information. Payment must be received in full before publication or articles will be published as regular subscription-model articles. We regret
that Springer Open Choice cannot be ordered for published articles.
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